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Open space

Strategies

Provide a regional open space network by progressively developing Quarry Hills as a regional
open space area in association with the Plenty Gorge Parklands and Merri Creek Parklands.

Provide for east-west open space corridors in the region, specifically between the Darebin Creek,
Merri Creek and Plenty River for trail users and also for native fauna movement.

Secure and protect strategically important sites for recreation or nature conservation.

Provide growth areas with adequate, good quality open space as they develop.

Support the establishment of tourism enterprises relating to open space that are compatible with
the local environment.

Design and develop public open spaces to high standards of useability, sustainability, attractiveness,
sensitivity to site, cost-effective maintenance and safety for users.

Plan open space areas to:

Incorporate features of local environmental and cultural significance (such as River Red Gums,
Aboriginal and European cultural heritage, and natural features) in order to protect and enhance
them, and elevate them as key focal points throughout the municipality.

Be provided in excess of minimum entitlements when being set aside to protect significant
natural features.

Be developed early in new estates to preserve existing features such as vegetation that contribute
significantly to the image and quality of new estates and ensure that the ongoing leisure needs
of residents are progressively met.

Protect and facilitate the assembly of Quarry Hills as a regional open space area in order to:

Link directly into future largescale conservation reserves identified within the Victorian
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy.

Create linear open space links and habitat corridors between the Plenty River, Darebin Creek
and Merri Creek.

Provide for a mix of passive and active open space.

Protect wildlife corridors and regionally significant biodiversity.

Protect Aboriginal and European cultural heritage.

Protect the open space values of watercourses such as the Plenty River, Darebin and Merri Creeks
and their various tributaries.

Provide for river parklands within Whittlesea Township.

Provide a range of open space areas of different types and sizes.

Provide opportunities for shared public and school use of sports grounds.

Provide open space along waterways with activated frontages for amenity and safety.

Ensure that areas reserved for open space on encumbered and unencumbered land are fit for
purpose.

Incorporate water management infrastructure into parkland design to retain and filter stormwater,
and to maximise habitat values, where appropriate.

Conserve places of natural significance or cultural heritage value in open space areas.

Design visually attractive sporting facilities that address the surrounding context and are fit for
purpose based on their level, standard, quantity and frequency of use.
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Encourage the inclusion of areas for informal recreation (while retaining the sports facilities) when
developing or redeveloping sportsgrounds and surrounds.
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