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The City of Greater Bendigo covers an area of approximately 2,995km2 and is located in north 
central Victoria 150 kilometres north west of Melbourne.  It is surrounded by the municipalities of 
Campaspe, Strathbogie, Mitchell, Mount Alexander and Loddon. 

The municipality is located strategically in the centre of the State and is the confluence of a number 
of highways and railways that provide important social and economic links to other parts of Victoria 
and interstate.  Improvements to the transport infrastructure with the duplication of the Calder 
Highway and the Regional Fast Rail project will improve the competitive strengths of the region. 

The municipality is centred on the Bendigo urban area.  Bendigo is Victoria’s third largest urban 
centre outside metropolitan Melbourne and the major centre for north central Victoria.  Bendigo’s 
economic and social influence extends well beyond the municipality’s border.  Bendigo is known as 
the ‘city in the forest’ as it is almost encompassed by the Box Ironbark forests of central Victoria.  
The regional hinterland surrounding Bendigo contains diverse agricultural activities, natural 
resources, including extensive areas of box-ironbark forest, and a number of large towns, Heathcote 
being the largest.  The economy is focussed on Bendigo’s regional service role (health, education, 
finance, banking, retail and wholesale) primary production (poultry and pigs), telecommunications, 
manufacturing (engineering and food) and tourism. 

Since the mid-1990’s and particularly in the last 5 years the local economy has grown significantly.  
However, while labour force numbers have increased, the unemployment rate is still higher than the 
regional Victorian State average (7.4%).  Bendigo households earn significantly lower incomes than 
the Melbourne and State averages.  Manufacturing has always been a strong economic base for the 
municipality however, over the years this has diversified into value adding opportunities to the 
agricultural resource.  This sector provides the bulk of Greater Bendigo’s employment opportunities. 

The Greater Bendigo and Heathcote-Graytown National Parks, regional parks, State forest and 
numerous conservation reserves comprise the forests of central Victoria.  While the majority of this 
vegetation is located in public land and protected, large areas are in private ownership and present 
the Council with challenges in managing the urban-forest interface.  The municipality is located 
within the Murray-Darling Basin, the North Central Catchment region and the catchments of the 
Loddon and Campaspe Rivers.  Lake Eppalock is an important resource which provides an 
increasing proportion of Bendigo’s water supply. 

Gold mining continues to play an important industrial and tourism role for the municipality and 
represents an important link to the initial development of central Victoria. 

Greater Bendigo presents a complex land use planning environment that is underpinned by its 
increasing desirability as a place to live, greater accessibility to the Melbourne employment market, 
a significant heritage stock of buildings and places, an urban centre that is almost surrounded by box 
ironbark forests some of which is in private ownership, and the ongoing need to provide 
employment opportunities for the increasing population through commercial and industrial 
expansion. 
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