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CONTEXT
Mount Alexander Shire is located in the historic goldfields of central Victoria approximately 110
kilometres north of Melbourne. In 2018, the estimated resident population of the Shire was 19,510
people. Approximately half of the Shire’s population live in Castlemaine. The balance of the
population resides in Maldon, Harcourt, Newstead, Chewton, Guildford, Taradale and Elphinstone,
smaller settlements and the Shire’s rural areas.

The Shire is known for its heritage townships, buildings and places, which are of local, state and
national significance. The notable and extensive Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park is
a cultural landscape of national heritage significance. Maldon was recognised by the National
Trust of Victoria as Australia’s first Notable Town in 1966. Significant landscapes include Mount
Alexander goldfields, Mount Tarrengower, Mount Alexander, Mount Consultation, Barfold and
Muckleford gorges, the Guildford plateau, Vaughan Springs and Lake Cairn Curran.

The main employment sectors within the Shire are agriculture (including horticulture),
manufacturing, wholesale and retail trade, community services and tourism. Tourism is a growing
industry, built around heritage, gardens, festivals and events. The bushland is also a most important
recreational and tourism asset for the Shire, contributing to its unique character as a destination.

Manufacturing and meat processing are key employment sectors in the Shire. Other important
sectors are construction, machinery and equipment manufacturing and automotive/specialised
vehicles. The Shire’s economy is transitioning towards service sectors and its industrial areas are
being used for a greater diversity of uses than in the past. New opportunities exist in the expansion
of industries such as the modified motor vehicle sector, the arts, tourism, special engineering and
the “land repair” sectors.

The Shire is within the Murray Darling basin catchment, with the Campaspe River catchment
generally east of Mount Alexander supplying Lake Eppalock. The western two-thirds of the
municipality is in the Loddon River catchment, with the Cairn Curran Reservoir on the Shire’s
western boundary.
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