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Accessibility objective
To ensure the design of dwellings meets the needs of people with limited mobility.

Standard D18

At least 50 per cent of dwellings should have:

A clear opening width of at least 850mm at the entrance to the dwelling and main bedroom.

A clear path with a minimum width of 1.2 metres that connects the dwelling entrance to the
main bedroom, an adaptable bathroom and the living area.

A main bedroom with access to an adaptable bathroom.

At least one adaptable bathroom that meets all of the requirements of either Design A or Design
B specified in Table D7.

Table D7 Bathroom design

Design option BDesign option A

A clear 820mm wide door opening located
opposite the shower.

A clear 850mm wide door opening.Door opening

Either:Either:Door design

A slide door, orA slide door, or

A door that opens outwards, or A door that opens outwards, or

A door that opens inwards and has
readily removable hinges.

A door that opens inwards that is clear
of the circulation area and has readily
removable hinges.

A clear circulation area that is:A clear circulation area that is:Circulation
area

A minimum width of 1 metre.A minimum area of 1.2 metres by 1.2
metres.

The full length of the bathroom and a
minimum length of 2.7 metres.Located in front of the shower and the

toilet.
Clear of the toilet and basin.

The circulation area can include a shower
area.

Clear of the toilet, basin and the door
swing.

The circulation area for the toilet and
shower can overlap.

Not applicable.A clear path with a minimum width of
900mm from the door opening to the
circulation area.

Path to
circulation
area

A hobless (step-free) shower that has a
removable shower screen and is located on
the furthest wall from the door opening.

A hobless (step-free) shower.Shower

A toilet located closest to the door opening
and clear of the circulation area.

A toilet located in the corner of the room.Toilet
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Building entry and circulation objectives
To provide each dwelling and building with its own sense of identity.

To ensure the internal layout of buildings provide for the safe, functional and efficient movement
of residents.

To ensure internal communal areas provide adequate access to daylight and natural ventilation.
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Standard D19

Entries to dwellings and buildings should:

Be visible and easily identifiable.

Provide shelter, a sense of personal address and a transitional space around the entry.

The layout and design of buildings should:

Clearly distinguish entrances to residential and non-residential areas.

Provide windows to building entrances and lift areas.

Provide visible, safe and attractive stairs from the entry level to encourage use by residents.

Provide common areas and corridors that:

– Include at least one source of natural light and natural ventilation.

– Avoid obstruction from building services.

– Maintain clear sight lines.

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

The design response.

The useability and amenity of internal communal areas based on daylight access and the natural
ventilation it will receive.
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Private open space objective
To provide adequate private open space for the reasonable recreation and service needs of residents.

Standard D20

A dwelling should have private open space consisting of at least one of the following:

An area at ground level of at least 25 square metres, with a minimum dimension of 3 metres and
convenient access from a living room.

A balcony with at least the area and dimensions specified in Table D8 and convenient access
from a living room.

An area on a podium or other similar base of at least 15 square metres, with a minimum
dimension of 3 metres and convenient access from a living room.

An area on a roof of 10 square metres, with a minimum dimension of 2 metres and convenient
access from a living room.

If a cooling or heating unit is located on a balcony, the minimum balcony area specified in Table
D8 should be increased by at least 1.5 square metres.

If the finished floor level of a dwelling is 40 metres or more above ground level, the requirements
of Table D8 do not apply if at least the area specified in Table D9 is provided as living area or
bedroom area in addition to the minimum area specified in Table D11 or Table D12 in Standard
D25.
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Table D8 Balcony size

Minimum
dimension

Minimum areaDwelling typeOrientation of dwelling

1.7 metres8 square metresAllNorth (between north 20
degrees west to north 30
degrees east)

1.2 metres8 square metresAllSouth (between south 30
degrees west to south 30
degrees east)

1.8 metres8 square metresStudio or 1 bedroom
dwelling

Any other orientation

2 metres8 square metres2 bedroom dwelling

2.4 metres12 square metres3 or more bedroom
dwelling

Table D9 Additional living area or bedroom area

Additional areaDwelling type

8 square metresStudio or 1 bedroom dwelling

8 square metres2 bedroom dwelling

12 square metres3 or more bedroom dwelling

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

The design response.

The useability and functionality of the private open space, including its size and accessibility.

The amenity of the private open space based on the orientation of the lot, noise exposure, the
wind conditions and the sunlight it will receive.

The availability of and access to public or communal open space.

The useability and functionality of any additional living area or bedroom area, including its
size and layout.
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Storage objective
To provide adequate storage facilities for each dwelling.

Standard D21

Each dwelling should have convenient access to usable and secure storage space.

The total minimum storage space (including kitchen, bathroom and bedroom storage) should meet
the requirements specified in Table D10.

Table D10 Storage

Minimum storage volume within
the dwelling

Total minimum storage volumeDwelling type

5 cubic metres8 cubic metresStudio

6 cubic metres10 cubic metres1 bedroom dwelling
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Minimum storage volume within
the dwelling

Total minimum storage volumeDwelling type

9 cubic metres14 cubic metres2 bedroom dwelling

12 cubic metres18 cubic metres3 or more bedroom dwelling

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

The design response.

The useability, functionality and location of storage facilities provided for the dwelling.
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