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21-02 MUNICIPAL PROFILE

21.02-1 Location

Situated in northern Victoria and sharing borders with New South Wales and South
Australia Mildura Rural City is the largest municipality in Victoria covering an area of
some 22,330 sq kms (Refer Map 1 – State Context).

The municipality has a current population of approximately 47,000 people and this is
expected to grow to approximately 54,000 by the year 2011.  In recent years there has been
a proportional increase in both the number of persons that are 60+ years and those that are
less than 4 years of age.  This trend (which reflects national demographic changes) is
projected to continue with resultant impacts on a range of community based services and
facilities  (Source: Victoria in Future, Department of Infrastructure 1996).

Mildura Rural City and the broader Sunraysia region has a diverse economic base focused
on irrigation and dryland farming (Refer Map 2 - Key Land Uses).  It also derives
significant employment and economic benefits from value-added processing industries and
tourism.

The main urban centre of the municipality is Mildura, surrounded by the satellite townships
of Irymple, Red Cliffs, and Merbein.  Collectively these centres comprise the first irrigation
colony to be established in Australia.  This area of the municipality is the focus of the
region’s horticultural industry (Refer Map 3 – Sub Regional Context Plan)

In contrast, the dryland areas of the municipality, centred on Ouyen in the south, are
primarily based on cereal/wool production, much of this on lands adjoining the Big Desert
State Forest and Murray-Sunset, Wyperfeld, and Hattah Kulkyne National Parks..

21.02-2 Regional Context and Influences

Mildura Rural City Council acknowledges that it is part of a broader region.  Council
therefore has a responsibility to ensure that activities occurring in the municipality do not
have negative impacts on neighbouring communities and land.  Further, it believes it has a
responsibility to work in partnership with neighbouring Councils, authorities and interest
groups in a number of key areas that have region wide implications. These key areas
include (but are not limited to) the following:

� Transport (Road, Rail and Air)

� Economic Development and Tourism

� Urban Development and Infrastructure Provision

� Conservation and Natural Resource Management

� A Comprehensive Range of Environmental and Catchment Management Issues

� Horticultural and Agricultural Practices

Council actively participates in, and supports the initiatives of a broad range of regional
organisations in order to facilitate region wide approaches to these and other issues of
regional concern.
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21.02-3 Key Land Use Themes

The following topic areas are recognised as the key land use planning considerations for the
municipality and as such are reflected throughout this Local Planning Policy Framework
Section of Council’s Planning Scheme.

� Settlement

� Environment

� Public Land

� Agriculture and Horticulture

� Commercial and Retail Development

� Infrastructure

� Heritage

� Economic Development and Tourism

A summary of the key characteristics of Mildura Rural City is now provided in order to
highlight its key features.

The main SETTLEMENT CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura Rural City include:

� Mildura is one of the fastest growing regional centres in Victoria.

� There is an existing hierarchy of urban centres in the municipality.

� Mildura is the dominant centre that serves a regional catchment extending into New
South Wales and South Australia.

� Irymple, Merbein, Red Cliffs and Ouyen are the other main townships within the
municipality serving local commercial needs and providing support services for their
residents and the residents located within their rural catchment.

� The towns of the municipality are framed by agricultural activity.

� There is a market demand for a range of housing opportunities and styles including
units, rural residential, and low density development.  This demand has resulted in
extensive land rezoning in rural areas in the past 5 years.  As a result, there is an
abundance of residential choice for existing and future residents of the municipality.

� Approximately 18,000 residential dwellings currently exist within the municipality.

� The municipality is generally well served by community facilities and services relating
to health, education, and recreation although some of the smaller centres suffer from the
centralisation of services.

The main ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura Rural City include:

� The Murray River, which forms Mildura Rural City’s northern and eastern municipal
boundary, represents a key environmental, economic and social asset.

� The municipality contains outstanding areas of semi-arid wilderness, over 1,000 species
of native plants, over 300 bird species, and a greater diversity of reptiles than anywhere
else in Victoria.

� There is a high demand in the municipality for water from rivers and water storage for
horticultural, stock and domestic use and for environmental flows.

� The municipality has soils with low nutrient levels and there is high potential for
salinity.
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� The municipality contains large tracts of natural saline discharge sites such as the Raak
Plain.

� There is an absence of any defined natural surface drainage system within the
municipality.

� The municipality contains habitats sensitive to disturbance and unique flora and fauna
communities.

� There are large areas of riparian land consisting of redgum forests and black box
woodlands in the municipality.  Tree removal, intensive recreational visitor and vehicle
use, and stock grazing activity in the floodplain have damaged much of this land.

� The municipality contains large areas of remnant vegetation, most of which is on public
land.  There are also several large blocks of remnant vegetation and many smaller
remnants on private land.

� There are significant levels and concentrations of pest plants in the municipality.

� There are extensive areas of Mallee dunefields within the municipality.

� Significant areas of the municipality are affected by wind erosion.

� The municipality contains significant numbers of pest animals including rabbits, foxes,
wild dogs, feral cats, rats, plague locusts, mice, carp, feral pigs, feral goats, feral bees,
starlings, and sparrows.

The main PUBLIC LAND CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura Rural City include:

� The municipality contains the largest areas of wilderness in southeast mainland
Australia with a large diversity of biota, a diverse range of ecosystems, and largely
undisturbed vegetation.

� Over 40% of Victoria’s parks system is located within the municipality.

� Public parks, reserves and forests play an important role in protecting significant
landscape, flora, fauna, cultural and scientific values.

� Many significant aboriginal and non-aboriginal cultural and historic sites can be found
on public land within the municipality.

The main AGRICULTURAL and HORTICULTURE CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura
Rural City include:

� Horticulturists within the municipality and surrounding Sunraysia District produce more
than 95% of Australia’s dried vine fruit, 60% of Australia’s table grapes, 50% of
Australia’s asparagus; 37% of Australia’s wine grapes; 31% of Australia’s carrots; and
20% of Australia’s citrus.  The majority of this activity occurs on irrigated land centred
on Mildura, Irymple, Red Cliffs, Nangiloc and Merbein.  There is also significant
almond production at Lindsay Point.

� The main agricultural activities of dryland farmers in the municipality include
production of mixed cereal crops (12% of Victorian Production), wool (2.3% of
Victorian Production), grain and pasture legumes.  These activities are focused in the
Mallee country to the south and west of Mildura.  There is also significant egg
production at Murrayville.  Major regional livestock saleyards are located at Yelta and
Ouyen.

� Apiculture is an important industry in the region, undertaken over large areas of public
land throughout the municipality.

� Both dryland and irrigated horticultural industries have recognised that “clean and
green” production is vital to prosper in their export driven industries.
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� Gross value of production from these agricultural and horticultural activities exceeds
$300 million per annum.

The main COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura Rural City
include:

� Mildura City Heart, the municipality’s main commercial precinct, serves a wide
regional catchment that extends into New South Wales and South Australia.

� Commercial and retail development within the City Heart is dispersed.

� Major future commercial and retail development in Mildura City Heart is encouraged
and can be accommodated on vacant sites and through redevelopment and consolidation
of existing buildings and parking sites.

� Commercial and retail activities along 15th Street complement and compete with the
City Heart.

� 15th Street now hosts the region’s major concentration of bulky goods retailing activity.

� There are local commercial centres in each of the Municipality’s major townships. In
some instances these centres have experienced shop closures in recent years.

� The commercial and retail centres throughout the municipality have many historical
buildings and features that are valued by the community and contribute to the character
of the centres.

The main INFRASTRUCTURE CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura Rural City include:

� The municipality is well served by state, regional and local road networks.

� Extensive rail infrastructure, that is primarily utilised to move grain to ports, exists
throughout the municipality.  This infrastructure is currently under-utilised.  Passenger
rail services were discontinued in 1993.

� Mildura Airport is an important regional hub for airline operations seviced by three
commercial airline services.

� Six water authorities provide services within the municipality, including urban water
and sewerage services, irrigation services and stock and domestic supply to rural areas.

� Extensive irrigation infrastructure is located within the horticultural districts of the
municipality.

� Extensive piped and channelled stock and domestic water supply systems are located
throughout the municipality in areas such as Hattah, Nowingi, Carwarp, and the
Millewa.  A piped scheme is under construction in the Ouyen District.

� Substantial grain handling and storage infrastructure exists throughout the municipality.

� Power and communications infrastructure within the municipality is capable of serving
foreseeable demand.

� The Sunraysia District will soon be served by piped natural gas.

The main HERITAGE CHARACTERISTICS of Mildura Rural City include:

� Over 3800 aboriginal sites of historical and cultural significance exist in the
municipality.

� Nine specific precincts of special heritage significance have been identified in Mildura
with over 100 individual buildings, sites or natural features of significance which date
back to the main European settlement of the region in the 1880’s.
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� There are many significant historic sites in rural areas and townships outside of the
Mildura irrigation district, which include the Wimmera Mallee Stock and Domestic
Channel System and the salt works at Pink Lakes.

The main ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM CHARACTERISTICS of
Mildura Rural City include:

� The key economic drivers of the municipality include horticultural and agricultural
production, tourism, government services, and retail and commercial activities.

� Significant economic potential exists through the extraction of limestone aggregate,
gypsum, and salt and from future mineral sands mining.

� The industrial sector is generally of a local service nature although some food
processing and light engineering operations are located in the municipality.

� The tourism industry is conservatively estimated to be worth $130 million annually to
the broader regional economy with approximately 918,000 tourists per annum.

� The major tourist attractions and assets of the Region include:

− significant national and state parks;
− Murray and neighbouring Darling Rivers;
− rich Aboriginal and cultural heritage;
− climate;
− high quality recreation features;
− extensive accommodation opportunities;
− wineries and the horticultural industry in general; and
− major events and festivals


