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21-03 VISION AND STRATEGIC LAND USE FRAMEWORK 

21.03-1 The Vision for Mildura Rural City 

Mildura Rural City Council has developed a Corporate Plan for the period 1997 - 2002.  
Contained in the Corporate Plan is a statement outlining a vision for the municipality.  The 
vision provides a core reference point for Council and sets many important economic, 
environmental, social and cultural challenges. It reads: 

The vision for this diverse community is to build upon the pioneering spirit that has 
developed the vast area of the new municipality. 

§ Our Vision is of a community that: 

§ Acknowledges, respects and builds on the diversity of its physical resources, its 
people and their talents. 

§ Is determined to maintain the economic growth that has created a thriving 
community with a unique heritage, strong pioneering spirit and a tradition of self-
sufficiency. 

§ Optimises its regional importance and the opportunities created by its tri-state 
geographic location and favourable climate. 

§ Recognises that the River systems and the Land provide life and prosperity which 
must be managed with sensitivity to sustain productivity for future generations. 

§ Seeks a diverse and sustainable economy able to meet the community’s need for 
employment and business opportunities. 

§ Provides a physical and social infrastructure that supports the aspiration and needs 
of the whole community. 

§ Aspires to a quality of life that enhances the health, safety and personal freedoms of 
individuals throughout the community. 

 
Council’s Vision and Corporate Plan emb odies a working partnership between the Council 
and the community and contains six (6) key commitments: 

1. We will ensure the coordinated development of the community. 

2. We will promote economic development and sustainable growth. 

3. We will protect and enhance the natural and built environments and preserve our 
pioneer heritage. 

4. We will initiate strategic capital infrastructure projects of community benefit. 

5. We will deliver value for money quality services. 

6. We will maintain effective management structures and processes within Council. 

The following land use planning vision aims to complement Council’s broad vision for the 
Rural City and paint a picture of how the municipality will look and function in 2011.  The 
statements provide underlying targets to guide the development of the Municipality in 
accordance with the eight identified key land use themes. 

In the year 2011: 

Settlement 

§ Mildura Rural City will have a population of approximately 54,000. 

§ The major concentration of population in the region will be at Mildura and Mildura 
South.  Other significant concentrations of population will be in the townships of 
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Merbein, Irymple, Red Cliffs, and Ouyen and to a lesser degree at Murrayville and 
Underbool. 

§ The municipality’s townships will be clearly defined and separated from each other, and 
framed by agricultural and horticulture activities.  They will be maximising the use of 
infrastructure and services and avoiding development in environmentally sensitive or 
prime agricultural areas. 

§ Major road entrances to each of these townships will be well designed and landscaped 
and will reflect the character and charm of these communities. 

§ Residents will be living in a variety of housing styles and environments.  They will 
range from attractive and consolidated medium density clusters in the major townships, 
to rural living in low density allotments in clearly defined rural settings that are in 
harmony with the environment and that are not inhibiting the productivity of 
agricultural and horticulture activities. 

§ Deakin Avenue will be Mildura’s main boulevard providing residents and visitors a 
grand entrance to and exit from the City.  All development and use along its route will 
be sensitive and enhance its visual amenity. 

§ Residents throughout the entire municipality will have access to affordable essential 
services and facilities and be well served by a diverse range of community 
infrastructure. 

Environment 

§ The natural resources of the municipality and surrounding region will be protected and 
maintained to provide a diversity of species and development that is ecologically 
sustainable.  

§ Land and water systems will be well managed, meeting the community’s needs and 
expectations.  

§ Salinity and nutrient levels in the municipality’s water system will be at their lowest 
concentration in 40 years.  

§ Remnant vegetation and habitat on both private and public land will be preserved and 
enhanced. 

§ Environmental pest plants, particularly boxthorn, boneseed, cactus, bridal creeper, and 
horehound will be controlled. 

§ Pest animals, particularly rabbits, foxes, feral pigs and feral goats will be controlled. 

§ Public Land. 

§ Public land in the municipality and surrounding region will be recognised, protected, 
and promoted for its significant environmental, cultural and economic value. 

Agriculture and Horticulture 

Agricultural and horticultural production will be the foundation of the municipality’s strong 
and prosperous economy and will be uninhibited by urban encroachment. 

Agricultural pest plants, particularly silver-leaf nightshade, hardheads, camelthorn, and 
“spiked weeds”, will be controlled. 

Commercial and Retail Development 

§ Mildura City Heart will be the primary commercial and retailing centre in the region 
providing a wide range of shopping and leisure alternatives to residents in a wide 
catchment, to tourists and other visitors. 

§ Mildura Centre Plaza on 15th Street will have an important role as a sub-regional 
shopping centre which complements the function of Mildura City Heart and which 
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serves the convenience needs of the residents of Mildura South and provides a limited 
range of specialty retailing. 

§ Fifteenth Street east of Mildura Centre Plaza will function as the major regional 
concentration of bulky goods and other forms of peripheral sales retailing. 

§ Convenience centres, including town centres, neighbourhood centres and local shops, 
will serve an important function in providing limited retail facilities to Mildura 
residents. 

Infrastructure 

§ Land, water and physical infrastructure in agricultural and horticultural areas will be 
utilised for their most productive agricultural or horticultural use and being managed in 
a sustainable manner.  

§ Residents and visitors will be utilising a comprehensive mix of safe and efficient 
transport services to travel within and to the municipality. 

§ Mildura Airport will be one of the country’s main regional passenger and freight 
centres. 

Heritage 

§ The history and culture of the municipality will be well preserved and clearly evident, 
contributing to the charm and attractiveness of the Rural City. 

Economic Development and Tourism 

§ Extensive value adding and processing of the region’s agricultural and horticultural 
produce will be occurring in well sited industrial estates which will be served by power 
and piped Natural Gas. 

§ Tourism visitations will be at their highest level and visitors will be enjoying a wide 
range of leisure activities, both passive and active, throughout the entire municipality. 

 


