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For the purpose of this Clause, the ‘Hume region’ comprises the municipal areas of Alpine,
Benalla, Greater Shepparton, Indigo, Mansfield, Mitchell, Moira, Murrindindi, Strathbogie,
Towong, Wangaratta and Wodonga, covered in the Hume Regional Growth Plan
(Victorian Government, 2014).
Policy guidelines
In considering the policy objectives and strategies for the Hume region, planning must
consider as relevant, the Hume Regional Growth Plan (Victorian Government, 2014).
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A diversified economy
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Objective
To develop a more diverse regional economy while managing and enhancing key regional
economic assets.
Strategies
Plan for a more diverse and sustainable regional economy by supporting existing economic
activity and encouraging appropriate new and developing forms of industry, agriculture,
tourism and alternative energy production.
Support tourism activities, including nature-based tourism, that take advantage of
environmental and cultural heritage assets and the rural environment without
compromising their future.
Support opportunities for nature-based tourism throughout the region, including those
arising from the restoration of the Winton Wetlands and other wetlands of national and
regional value such as the Barmah Forest and the lower Ovens River.
Support large commercial tourism uses in urban locations or rural areas of lower
agricultural value and away from areas identified as strategic agricultural land.
Facilitate rural tourism activities that support agricultural enterprises such as cellar door
and farm gate sales and accommodation in appropriate locations.
Avoid encroachment from rural residential settlement and other land uses that are noncomplementary to agriculture in areas identified as strategic agricultural land and direct
proposals for settlement to existing centres and townships.
Support agricultural production through the protection and enhancement of infrastructure
and strategic resources such as water and agricultural land, including areas of strategic
agricultural land.
Support clustering of intensive rural industries and agricultural production to take
advantage of locational opportunities, including access to key infrastructure such as
transport, power, water, information and communications technology, and separation from
sensitive land uses.
Create renewable energy hubs that support co-location of industries to maximise resource
use efficiency and minimise waste generation.
Plan for rural areas by considering the location of earth resources, the potential for their
future extraction and how to minimise impacts on sensitive uses and the environment.
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Support the availability of construction materials locally and consider measures to facilitate
and manage their extraction.
Maintain and develop buffers around mining and quarrying activities to manage potential
land use conflicts.
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Environmental assets
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Objective
To protect environmental and heritage assets, and maximise the regional benefit from them,
while managing exposure to natural hazards and planning for the potential impacts of
climate change.
Strategies
Conserve water and manage waterways and storages as key environmental, social and
economic assets to the region.
Protect the Murray River corridor as a key environmental (scenic, biodiversity, riverine),
cultural and economic asset.
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Planning for growth
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Objective
To focus growth and development to maximise the strengths of existing settlements.
Strategies
Facilitate growth and development specifically in the regional cities of Shepparton,
Wangaratta and Wodonga, and in Benalla.
Facilitate and strengthen the economic role of Seymour, while supporting population
growth.
Support growth and development in other existing urban settlements and foster the
sustainability of small rural settlements.
Maintain and enhance the distinctive and valued characteristics of settlements in the region,
including townships associated with early settlement and the gold rush.
Support improved access to a range of employment and education opportunities,
particularly in key urban locations such as Shepparton, Wangaratta, Wodonga, Benalla and
Seymour.
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Infrastructure
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Objective
To improve people and freight movements and plan strategically for future infrastructure
needs.
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Strategies
Plan for freight connectivity to the network that is flexible and adaptable to changes in the
mix of commodities and freight logistic operations.
Support improved east-west transport links including those into Gippsland.
Support the region’s network of tracks and trails and activities that complement and extend
their use.
Support the development of freight and logistics precincts in strategic locations along key
regional freight corridors.
Provide for appropriate settlement buffers around sewerage treatment areas, solid waste
management and resource recovery facilities and industrial areas to minimise potential
impacts on the environment such as noise and odour.
Avoid locating water treatment plants close to development nodes.
Support provision of adequate facilities to manage the region’s solid waste, including
resource recovery facilities.
Support opportunities to generate renewable energy from waste.
Facilitate coordinated development of growth areas to ensure required land, infrastructure
and services, including education and health services, are provided in a timely manner.
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Hume Regional Growth Plan
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