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22.03 Environment

22.03-1 Dams

4HIS�POLICY�APPLIES�TO�THE�CONSTRUCTION�OF�DAMS�

Policy basis

4HE� CONSTRUCTION� OF� DAMS� IS� A� NECESSARY� DEVELOPMENT� TO� SUPPORT� THE� AGRICULTURAL� AND
HORTICULTURAL�USE�OF�LAND���4HE�SITING��DESIGN�AND�CONSTRUCTION�OF�DAMS�SHOULD�BE�UNDERTAKEN
SO�AS�TO�MINIMISE�THE�IMPACT�ON�SUSTAINABLE�LAND�AND�WATER�SYSTEM�MANAGEMENT�

Objectives

• 4O�ENSURE�THAT�DAMS�ARE�DESIGNED�AND�CONSTRUCTED�IN�SUCH�A�MANNER�THAT�DAM�FAILURE�IS
MINIMISED�

• 4O�ENSURE�THAT�DAMS�ARE�CONSTRUCTED�BY�PEOPLE�FAMILIAR�WITH�DAM�CONSTRUCTION�AND�SOIL
CONSERVATION�TECHNIQUES�

• 4O�ENSURE�THAT�DAM�SIZES�ARE�RELATED�TO�THE�SUITABILITY�OF�THE�SITE�AND�TO�THE�USE�INTENDED�
• 4O�MINIMISE�TREE�REMOVAL�AND�TO�MAXIMISE�RETENTION�AND�USE�OF�TOP�SOIL�
• 4O�ENSURE�APPROPRIATE�REVEGETATION�
• 4O� PREVENT� CONSTRUCTION� OF� DAMS� IN� ENVIRONMENTALLY� SENSITIVE� AREAS�� SUCH� AS� BUSH

GULLIES�
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Policy

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

4HE�LOCATION�OF�ANY�PROPOSED�DAM�IS�SUITABLE�TO�THE�TERRAIN�CHARACTERISTICS�OF�THE�LAND�

4HE�CAPACITY�OF�A�PROPOSED�DAM�IS�SUITABLE�GIVEN�THE�CATCHMENT�AREA�OF�THE�SITE�

3PILLWAYS�SHOULD�BE�DESIGNED�TO�CATER�FOR�A���IN���YEAR�STORM�LEVEL�

4HE�CAPACITY�OF�A�PROPOSED�DAM�IS�ADEQUATE�TO�MEET�THE�NEEDS�OF�THE�INTENDED�USE�

4HE�NEED�TO�REMOVE�TREES�IS�MINIMISED�

3OIL� TYPES� ON� THE� SITE� ARE� SUITABLE� FOR� WATER� RETENTION� AND� IF� NOT� SUITABLE�� ADEQUATE
MECHANICAL�OR�CHEMICAL�MEANS�BE�EMPLOYED�

4OP�SOIL�STRIPPED�FROM�THE�SITE�BE�SPREAD�ON�ANY�EXPOSED�BATTERS�AND�EXPOSED�SOILS�SHOULD
BE� REVEGETATED� WITH� PERENNIAL� GRASSES� AND� APPROPRIATE� INDIGENOUS� VEGETATION� AS� SOON� AS
POSSIBLE�AFTER�CONSTRUCTION�

4HE�CONTRACTOR��OR�THE�APPLICANT��SHOULD�CONSULT�WITH�THE�$EPARTMENT�OF�.ATURAL�2ESOURCES
AND�%NVIRONMENT�AND�IS�FAMILIAR�WITH�RECOMMENDED�DAM�CONSTRUCTION�TECHNIQUES�

!�LANDSCAPE�PLAN�SHOULD�BE�SUBMITTED�WITH�AN�APPLICATION�FOR�APPROVAL�TO�CONSTRUCT�A�DAM�
4HIS�PLAN�SHOULD�INDICATE�THE�REVEGETATION�WORKS�PROPOSED��INCLUDING�ANY�MULCH	�AND�MUST
BE�TO�THE�SATISFACTION�OF�THE�RESPONSIBLE�AUTHORITY�

!�PLAN�SHOWING�THE�LOCATION�OF�THE�DAM�ON�THE�LOT��CONTOURS�AND�FINISHED�LEVELS��EXTENT�OF
VEGETATION� CLEARING�WORKS� PROPOSED�� DIMENSIONS�� AND� CAPACITY� SHOULD� BE� SUBMITTED�WITH
EACH�APPLICATION�

&OR�AN�APPLICATION�FOR�A�PERMIT�TO�CONSTRUCT�A�DAM��THE�RESPONSIBLE�AUTHORITY�WILL�SEEK�THE
COMMENTS� OF� THE� $EPARTMENT� OF� .ATURAL� 2ESOURCES� AND� %NVIRONMENT� AND� ANY� RELEVANT
$RAINAGE� OR� 7ATER� !UTHORITY�� � 4HE� RESPONSIBLE� AUTHORITY� WILL� CONSIDER� THE� COMMENTS
RECEIVED�FROM�SUCH�AUTHORITIES�PRIOR�TO�DECIDING�AN�APPLICATION�
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22.03-2 Soil removal

4HIS�POLICY�APPLIES�TO�THE�REMOVAL�OF�SOIL�FROM�ANY�SITE�

Policy basis

4HE�3HIREØS�SOIL�RESOURCES��PARTICULARLY�HIGHLY�PRODUCTIVE�SOILS�IDENTIFIED�IN�THE�!SSESSMENT
OF�!GRICULTURAL�1UALITY�IN�'IPPSLAND��3WAN�AND�6OLUM������	��ARE�A�MAJOR�NATURAL�RESOURCE
WHICH�SHOULD�BE�PROTECTED�AND�MANAGED�

Objectives

• 4O� ENSURE� THAT� PRODUCTIVE� SOILS� ARE� NOT� LOST� FROM� AGRICULTURAL� AND� HORTICULTURAL
PRODUCTION�

• 4O�ENSURE�THAT�THE�FUTURE�OF�AGRICULTURAL�INDUSTRIES�ARE�NOT�PREJUDICED�BY�THE�REMOVAL�OF
SOILS�

• 4O�ENSURE�THAT�THE�NATURAL�ENVIRONMENT�IS�NOT�DEGRADED�BY�LOSS�OF�SOIL���DEGRADATION�OF
WATER�QUALITY�OR�LOSS�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�AND�HABITAT�

Policy

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

• 3OIL� SHOULD� ONLY� BE� REMOVED� FROM� THE� ACTUAL� SITE� OF� A� BUILDING� OR� WORKS� PERMITTED
PURSUANT�TO�THIS�PLANNING�SCHEME�AND�WHERE�IT�CAN�BE�DEMONSTRATED�THAT�THE�RETENTION�OF
THE�SOIL�WOULD�PREJUDICE�THE�PROPER�CONSTRUCTION�OF�THE�BUILDING�OR�WORK�

• &OR�AN� APPLICATION� FOR� A�PERMIT� FOR� THE� REMOVAL�OF� SOIL�� THE� RESPONSIBLE� AUTHORITY�WILL
SEEK�THE�COMMENTS�OF�THE�$EPARTMENT�OF�.ATURAL�2ESOURCES�AND�%NVIRONMENT�AND�ANY
RELEVANT� $RAINAGE� OR� 7ATER� !UTHORITY�� � 4HE� RESPONSIBLE� AUTHORITY� WILL� CONSIDER� THE
COMMENTS�RECEIVED�FROM�SUCH�AUTHORITIES�PRIOR�TO�DECIDING�AN�APPLICATION�
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22.03-3 Use and development of land for conservation purposes

4HIS�POLICY�APPLIES�TO�THE�USE�OR�DEVELOPMENT�OF�LAND�IN�THE�2URAL�:ONE�WHICH�HAS�NOT�BEEN
CLEARED�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�

Policy basis

,AND� WHICH�� BECAUSE� OF� ITS� NATURAL� CHARACTERISTICS�� HAS� NOT� BEEN� CLEARED� AND� USED� FOR
AGRICULTURE�IS�AN�IMPORTANT�RESOURCE�WHICH�NEEDS�TO�BE�CONSERVED�AND�MANAGED���)N�MANY
CASES�THE�USE�OF�SUCH�LAND�FOR�AGRICULTURE�PURPOSES�WOULD�BE�DETRIMENTAL�TO�THE�ENVIRONMENT
AND� CONSERVATION� VALUES� OF� THE� SITE� AND� SURROUNDING� AREA�� � ,AND� WHICH� IS� MANAGED� FOR
CONSERVATION� PURPOSES� SHOULD� REQUIRE� REGULAR� MONITORING� AND� CONTROL� OF� PEST� PLANTS� AND
ANIMALS�

Objectives

• 4O�USE�AND�MANAGE� LAND� THAT�HAS� SUBSTANTIAL�NATURAL�ATTRIBUTES� FOR� THE�CONSERVATION�OF
VEGETATION��HABITAT��FLORA�AND�FAUNA�

• 4O�ENSURE�THAT�THE�CONSERVATION�VALUES�OF�THE�SITE�ARE�ENHANCED�AND�THAT�ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT�PLANS�ARE�IMPLEMENTED�

• 4O� ENSURE� THAT� DESIGN�� SITING� AND� LOCATION� OF� ALL� DEVELOPMENT� DOES� NOT� AFFECT� WATER
QUALITY�OR�HABITAT�

Policy

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

!LL� APPLICATIONS� FOR� USE� OR� DEVELOPMENT� SHOULD� BE� ACCOMPANIED� BY� AN� ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT�PLAN�CONTAINING�

• !N�ENVIRONMENTAL�ASSESSMENT�OF�THE�SITE�
• !N� ASSESSMENT� OF� THE� VERMIN�� WEED� INFESTATION�� AND� ENVIRONMENT� OF� THE� SITE� AND

PROPOSED�CONTROL�MEASURES�TO�REMOVE�THESE�CHARACTERISTICS�FROM�THE�SITE�
• &UTURE�IMPROVEMENT�MEASURES�FOR�

� 2EAFFORESTATION�
� 7ATERCOURSES�
� &LORA�AND�FAUNA�
� (ABITAT�

• 3TAGING�OF�THE�MANAGEMENT�PLAN�AND�THE�PROPOSED�COST�OF�IMPLEMENTATION�
• 0ROPOSED�CONSERVATION�COVENANTS��AGREEMENTS�AND�BONDS�WITH�THE�RESPONSIBLE�AUTHORITY

FOR�THE�COMPLETION�OF�SPECIFIED�WORKS�WITHIN�AN�AGREED�ENVIRONMENT�MANAGEMENT�PLAN�
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Decision guidelines

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

4HE�RESPONSIBLE�AUTHORITY�IN�ASSESSING�APPLICATIONS�SHOULD�CONSIDER�THE�FOLLOWING�

Environment

• 7HETHER�THE�USE�OR�DEVELOPMENT�WILL�BE�DETRIMENTAL�TO�THE�NATURAL�PHYSICAL�FEATURES�OR
RESOURCES�OF�THE�AREA�

• 4HE�PROTECTION�AND�ENHANCEMENT�OF� THE�NATURAL�ENVIRONMENT�AND�CHARACTER�OF� THE�AREA
INCLUDING� THE� RETENTION� OF� FLORA� AND� FAUNA� HABITAT� AND� THE� NEED� TO� PLANT� INDIGENOUS
VEGETATION�ALONG�WATERWAYS��GULLIES��RIDGELINES�AND�PROPERTY�BOUNDARIES�

• 4HE� IMPACT� ON� THE� CHARACTER� AND� APPEARANCE� OF� ANY� AREA� OR� FEATURE� OF� ARCHITECTURAL�
HISTORIC��OR�SCIENTIFIC�SIGNIFICANCE��OR�OF�NATURAL�BEAUTY��INTEREST��OR�IMPORTANCE�

• 4HE�IMPACT�ON�PLANT�LIFE��ANIMAL�HABITATS�AND�THE�LANDSCAPE�
• 4HE�IMPACT�OF�THE�USE�ON�WATER�QUALITY�
• -EASURES� TO� COPE� WITH� ANY� ENVIRONMENTAL� HAZARD� OR� CONSTRAINT� INCLUDING� SLOPE�

DRAINAGE��SALINITY��AND�EROSION�
• -EASURES�TO�COPE�WITH�FIRE�

Site constraints

• ,AND�CAPABILITY� AND� SITE� ATTRIBUTES� SUCH�AS�HABITAT�� FLORA� AND� FAUNA�� NATIVE� VEGETATION�
FIRE��AND�SOIL�EROSION�HAZARDS�

• 0ROXIMITY�TO�WATERCOURSES�AND�DRAINAGE�LINES�
• ,OCATION�WITHIN�SALINITY�DISCHARGE���RECHARGE�AREAS�
 

Infrastructure

• 4HE� TREATMENT� AND� RETENTION� OF� ALL� WASTE� WATER� EMANATING� FROM� DEVELOPMENT� �IN
ACCORDANCE�WITH�THE�3TATE�%NVIRONMENT�0ROTECTION�0OLICY��7ATERS�OF�6ICTORIA	�UNDER�THE
%NVIRONMENT�0ROTECTION�!CT������	�LOCATED�ON�THE�SITE�AND�ITS�AFFECT�ON�THE�CONSERVATION
VALUES�OF�THE�SITE�

• 0OTABLE�NON�POTABLE�WATER�SUPPLY�AND�APPROPRIATE�STORAGE�CAPACITY�
• 2ETICULATED� ELECTRICITY� SUPPLY� OR� ALTERNATIVE� ENERGY� SUPPLY� TO� THE� SATISFACTION� OF� THE

RESPONSIBLE�AUTHORITY�
• !CCESS�TO�ROADS�AND�COMPLIANCE�WITH�THE�"AW�"AW�3HIRE�2OAD�#ONSTRUCTION�0OLICY�

Land use on adjoining public land

• 4HE�RELATIONSHIP�OF�THE�USE�OR�DEVELOPMENT�TO�THE�EXISTING�OR�LIKELY�USE�OF�ADJOINING�OR
PUBLIC�LAND�
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Design and siting issues

• 4HE�DESIGN�AND�SITING�OF�ANY�BUILDINGS�AND�WORKS�
• 4HE�LOCATION�OF�ANY�BUILDINGS�AND�WORKS�WITH�RESPECT�TO�THE�NATURAL�ENVIRONMENT��MAJOR

ROADS��VISTAS�AND�MEASURES�DESIGNED�TO�REDUCE�THE�IMPACT�OF�BUILDINGS�AND�WORKS�
• 4HE� LOCATION� AND� DESIGN� OF� EXISTING� AND� PROPOSED� ROADS� AND� THEIR� IMPACT� ON� THE

CONSERVATION�VALUES�OF�THE�SITE�
• 7HETHER�THE�SITE�HAS�SUITABLE�ACCESS�AND�WHAT�MEASURES�ARE�REQUIRED�TO�UPGRADE�ACCESS�
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22.03-4 Steep land

4HIS�POLICY�APPLIES�TO�LAND�IN�THE�RURAL�ZONES�WITH�A�SLOPE�GREATER�THAN�����

Policy basis

,ARGE�AREAS�OF�THE�3HIREØS�RURAL�LAND�IS�ON�STEEP�AND�OFTEN�CLEARED�LAND���-UCH�OF�THIS�LAND�IS
UNSUITABLE�FOR�FURTHER�DEVELOPMENT�OR�SHOULD�ONLY�BE�DEVELOPED�IN�ACCORDANCE�WITH�STRICT
CONDITIONS�IN�RELATION�TO�THE�SITE�AND�CHARACTERISTICS�AND�ENVIRONMENTAL�CONDITIONS�

Objectives

• 4O� ENSURE� THAT� DEVELOPMENT� ON� LAND�WITH� GREATER� THAN� ���� SLOPE� TAKES� INTO� ACCOUNT
ENVIRONMENTAL�CONSTRAINTS�SUCH�AS�EROSION�AND�FIRE�HAZARD�

• 4HAT� APPROPRIATE� LANDSCAPING� OF� SITES� AND� THE� DESIGN� OF� BUILDINGS� AND� WORKS� BE
UNDERTAKEN�TO�ENSURE�THAT�LANDSCAPE�VALUES��NATURAL�FEATURES�AND�IMPORTANT�VISTAS�ARE�NOT
LOST�OR�DEGRADED�

Policy

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

• 4HE�DESIGN�AND�LOCATION�OF�BUILDINGS�AND�WORKS�SHOULD�NOT�BE�PREJUDICIAL�TO�THE�SITE�AND
ITS�ATTRIBUTES�

• %ARTHWORKS�ARE�MINIMISED�AND�ANY�NECESSARY�EARTH�WORKS�ARE�UNDERTAKEN�IN�ACCORDANCE
WITH�ADVICE�FROM�THE�$EPARTMENT�.ATURAL�2ESOURCES�AND�%NVIRONMENT�

• 2EMOVAL�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�IS�MINIMISED�
• $EVELOPMENT�AVOIDS�PROMINENT�RIDGE�LINES�
• 4HE�LOCATION�AND�DESIGN�OF�ACCESS�ROADS�OR�DRIVEWAYS�CAUSES�MINIMAL�VISUAL�IMPACT�
• ,ANDSCAPING� AND� TREE� PLANTING� SHOULD� BE� UNDERTAKEN� TO� SCREEN� BUILDINGS� WHERE

APPROPRIATE�
• "UILDINGS�SHOULD�NOT�BE�ERECTED�ON�ANY�LAND�WHICH�IS�SUBJECT�TO�SUBSIDENCE�OR�LANDSLIP�
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22.03-5 Removal of native vegetation

4HIS�POLICY�APPLIES�TO�PROPOSALS�FOR�THE�REMOVAL�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�

Policy basis

.ATIVE�VEGETATION�IS�A�SIGNIFICANT�NATURAL�AND�LANDSCAPE�RESOURCE�THROUGHOUT�THE�3HIRE���4HE
RETENTION�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION��INCLUDING�INDIVIDUAL�LARGE�TREES��IS�SUPPORTED���4HE�REMOVAL
OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�� INCLUDING� LARGE� TREES�� IS� TO�BE�UNDERTAKEN�ONLY�AFTER�CONSIDERATION� IS
GIVEN�TO�RELEVANT�FACTORS�

Objectives

• 4O�PRESERVE�NATIVE�VEGETATION��INCLUDING�LARGE�TREES�AND�SIGNIFICANT�AVENUES�OF�TREES�
• 4O� PROTECT� SIGNIFICANT� AND� SENSITIVE� AREAS� FROM� THE� ADVERSE� IMPACTS� OF� VEGETATION

REMOVAL�
• 4O�PROTECT�FAUNA�AND�FLORA�
• 4O� PROVIDE� FOR� THE� REMOVAL� OF� NATIVE� VEGETATION� WHERE� IT� IS� DEMONSTRATED� THAT� IT� IS

NECESSARY�AS�PART�OF�AN�APPROVED�USE�OF�LAND�

Policy

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

• 4HE�LANDSCAPE�CHARACTERISTICS�OF�THE�LOCALITY�ARE�CONSIDERED�
• 0LANS�ACCOMPANYING�AN�APPLICATION�ADEQUATELY�IDENTIFY�THE�AREA�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�TO

BE� CLEARED� AND� CONSIDERATION� IS� GIVEN� TO� SPECIFYING� REQUIREMENTS� FOR� REPLANTING� AND
PROTECTING�NATIVE�VEGETATION�

• 4HERE� IS�A�DEMONSTRATED�NEED� FOR� THE� REMOVAL�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�ASSOCIATED�WITH�AN
APPROVED�DEVELOPMENT�

• 4HE�REMOVAL�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�SHOULD�NOT�JEOPARDISE�T
• HE� INTEGRITY� AND� LONG� TERM� CONSERVATION� OF� ANY� SITE� OF� BOTANICAL� AND� ZOOLOGICAL

SIGNIFICANCE�
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#ONSIDERATION�WILL�BE�GIVEN�TO�
• 4HE�VALUE�OF�THE�NATIVE�VEGETATION�IN�TERMS�OF�ITS�PHYSICAL�CONDITION��RARITY�OR�VARIETY�
• 4HE� LIKELY�EFFECT�OF� THE� REMOVAL�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�ON� THE� FAUNA�OF� THE� AREA� AND� ITS

VALUE�AS�A�REFUGE�OR�HABITAT�FOR�WILDLIFE�
• 4HE�FUTURE�USE�OF�THE�LAND�AND�WHETHER�IT�IS�APPROPRIATE�TO�INCLUDE�CONDITIONS�REQUIRING

PLANTING��REPLANTING�OR�OTHER�TREATMENT�OF�ANY�PART�OF�THE�LAND�
• 4HE�EXISTING�AND�FUTURE�AMENITY�OF�ADJOINING�LAND�AND�OF�THE�NATIVE�ENVIRONMENT�OF�THE

NEIGHBOURHOOD�
 

4HE�REMOVAL�OF�NATIVE�VEGETATION�IS�NOT�PREFERRED�ON�LAND�WHICH�

• )S�WITHIN����METRES�OF�A�WATERCOURSE�
• (AS�A�SLOPE�IN�EXCESS�OF����PER�CENT�

Policy reference

• 3ITES� OF�"IOLOGICAL� 3IGNIFICANCE� � "AW�"AW� 3HIRE�� $EPARTMENT� OF� .ATURAL� 2ESOURCES
AND�%NVIRONMENT��6ERSION�.O��������*ULY������


