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Location

The City of Darebin covers approximately 53 square kilometres and extends from
Heidelberg Road in the south to Mahoneys Road to the north, bounded by Darebin Creek to
the east and Merri Creek to the west. The City includes the suburbs of Northcote,
Alphington, Fairfield, Thornbury, Preston, Reservoir, Kingsbury and Bundoora. The
Melbourne CBD is located 11.1km south of the municipal administration centre at Preston.

Culture

Darebin is home to a culturally diverse community. Over one third of Darebin’s residents
was born overseas and approximately 30% of the population were born in countries where
English was not the first language. Darebin residents have a diverse range of religious
beliefs and lifestyles. In addition, Darebin has the largest Koori population in metropolitan
Melbourne.

People

Darebin’s population has been steadily declining since the 1970s, due in part to the
proportion of elderly residents and declining average household size. The rate of decline,
however, has slowed over time (1991: 4.1%; 1996: 2.5% decline). The ‘slow down’ in
population decline may be the result of redevelopment opportunities (residential
development of former institution sites) and a gradual change in the community profile,
reflecting younger couples and families moving to the area.

Industry

The municipality contains two core industrial areas, located in the north-west along the
Merri Creek at Reservoir, and in the south-east along the Darebin Creek at Preston. Smaller
industrial pockets are scattered throughout the municipality. Traditional manufacturing
methods have undergone massive change on a global scale. They are less labour intensive
and more technology based. This is one factor that has contributed to high unemployment
in Darebin.

The City of Darebin is strategically placed with its proximity to the airport and the Western
Ring Road. The challenge facing Darebin is addressing the traffic flows in the area to
enable easier access. Whilst the manufacturing base has changed significantly, there are
still many viable industries within the municipality. Darebin is currently assessing ways of
supporting its manufacturing industries to optimise opportunities.

Retail

The City of Darebin has a well-developed and diverse retail structure that caters for both
local and regional needs and is an important part of the local economy. Of the 5,167
businesses located in the municipality as at June 1996, 22% are in the retail sector.
Northland is the largest freestanding shopping centre in the municipality and has a regional
status. The next largest area of concentrated retail activity is the strip along High Street,
Preston, which includes Preston Market. Other significant retail centres are located at
Reservoir, Fairfield, Northcote, Westgarth and Thornbury.
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Environment

Although Darebin is predominantly a fully developed urban municipality, it contains some
significant environmental features. These include the Central Creek grasslands, the Merri,
Darebin, Central and Edgars Creeks, and Gresswell Habitat Link and Gresswell Forest.
They provide a natural ‘break’ from the urban areas and enable necessary linkages and
habitats for migratory animals and birds.

Open Space

Many of these features form part of the open space network in the municipality,
complemented by other major open spaces such as Bundoora Park and Edwardes Lake
Park. The redevelopment of the Northcote Tip as a regional park also provides further open
space opportunities.

Heritage

The City of Darebin is rich in both European and Aboriginal heritage with extensive sites
and buildings worthy of preservation, including Bundoora Homestead, the former
psychiatric hospital in Mont Park, Oldis Gardens in Westgarth Street, Northcote, and
Aboriginal artifacts and scarred trees along creeks.

Redevelopment Opportunities

There are major residential redevelopment opportunities occurring in the north-east corridor
of the municipality. This area includes the Mount Cooper Estate (former Bundoora
Repatriation Hospital site), the former Mont Park and Larundel Health Institutions, and the
Gresswell Grange Estate (part of the Larundel site). It is estimated that the north-east
corridor will house approximately 6,000 persons by the year 2008.

The Preston and Northcote Community Hospital (PANCH) site and the conversion of
redundant industrial buildings will provide further redevelopment opportunities elsewhere
in the municipality.


