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22.01 General land use and development policies

4HIS�POLICY�APPLIES� TO�ALL�APPLICATIONS�FOR� THE�USE�OR�DEVELOPMENT�OF� LAND�WITHIN� THE�AREA�OF� THIS
PLANNING�SCHEME�

Policy basis

4HE�"AW�"AW�3HIRE�#OUNCIL�IS�COMMITTED�TO�ENSURING�THE�COORDINATED�AND�PLANNING�DEVELOPMENT
OF�LAND�SO�AS�TO�ENSURE�THAT�ITS�OBJECTIVES�IN�RELATION�TO�THE�ECONOMY��THE�ENVIRONMENT�AND�QUALITY
OF�LIFE��AND�URBAN�DEVELOPMENT�ARE�ACHIEVED�

4HE� GENERAL� LAND� USE� AND� DEVELOPMENT� POLICIES� ARE� DESIGNED� TO� GUIDE� THE� IMPLEMENTATION� AND
ADMINISTRATION�OF�THE�PLANNING�SCHEME�

4HE�POLICIES�FOR�THE�ECONOMY��THE�ENVIRONMENT�AND�QUALITY�OF�LIFE�AND�FOR�URBAN�DEVELOPMENT�ARE
CLOSELY� LINKED� TO� EACH� OTHER� AND� ARE� IMPORTANT� FOR� THE� FUTURE� PLANNING� AND� DEVELOPMENT� OF� THE
3HIRE�

Objectives

Economy

• -AINTAIN�WORLD�CLASS�LAND�MANAGEMENT�PRACTICES�TO�ENSURE�PRODUCTION�OF�EXPORT�QUALITY�
• 2ETAIN�THE�RESOURCE�BASE�OF�PRIME�QUALITY�AGRICULTURAL�LAND�IN�SUSTAINABLE��ECONOMICALLY�VIABLE

UNITS�THROUGH�MANAGED�PLANNING�AND�DEVELOPMENT�PROCESSES�AND�THE�CONSISTENT�IMPLEMENTATION
OF�PLANNING�PROVISIONS�

• 3UPPORT� SUSTAINABLE� VALUE� ADDED� INDUSTRIES� AND� SERVICE� INDUSTRIES� PARTICULARLY� THOSE� WHICH
RELATE�TO�THE�AGRICULTURAL�BASE�AND�THE�NATURAL�RESOURCES�

• 3UPPORT�FUTURE�RESIDENTIAL�AND�INDUSTRIAL�DEVELOPMENT�IN�THE�3HIRE�THAT�IS�BASED�ON�SUSTAINABLE
LAND�AND�RESOURCE�PRACTICES�

• "UILD�LINKS�WITHIN�AND�OUTSIDE�THE�3HIRE�TO�PROVIDE�GREATER�EMPLOYMENT�OPPORTUNITIES�IN�VALUE
ADDED�INDUSTRY��EDUCATION��HEALTH�SERVICES�AND�TOURISM�

• #APITALISE�ON�THE�3HIREØS�HERITAGE��ENVIRONMENT�AND�PRODUCE�BY�IMPROVING�THE�PROMOTION�OF�THE
3HIRE�AS�A�TOURISM�AREA�

• 2EINFORCE�LOCAL�RETAIL�AND�BUSINESS�SERVICES�TO�MEET�LOCAL�AND�REGIONAL�NEEDS�
• &OSTER� AND� MAINTAIN� STRONG� REGIONAL� LINKS� WITH� THE� ADJOINING� MUNICIPALITIES�� GOVERNMENT

ORGANISATIONS�AND�COMMUNITY�GROUPS�TO�ACHIEVE�THE�OBJECTIVES�OF�THE�3TRATEGY�
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Environment and quality of life

• 2ECOGNISE� THE�HIGH�QUALITY�ATTRIBUTES�OF� THE�NATURAL�ENVIRONMENT�AND� ITS� SIGNIFICANT� LINK�WITH
EVERY�URBAN�AND�RURAL�AREA�IN�THE�3HIRE�

• %NCOURAGE� LAND� USES� AND� NATURAL� RESOURCE�MANAGEMENT� PRACTICES�WHICH� ARE� ENVIRONMENTALLY
SUSTAINABLE�

• 2AISE� AWARENESS� THROUGH� EDUCATION� AND� PROMOTION� OF� SOUND� ENVIRONMENTAL� MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES�AIMED�AT�MINIMISING�THE�IMPACT�OF�DEVELOPMENT�OR�AGRICULTURAL�ACTIVITY�ON�LAND�WITHIN
THE�7ESTERNPORT�AND�7EST�'IPPSLAND�CATCHMENTS�

• %NCOURAGE�THE�INVOLVEMENT�OF�THE�WHOLE�COMMUNITY�IN�CARING�FOR�THE�ENVIRONMENT�
• 0ROTECT�HERITAGE�PLACES�AND�ENVIRONMENTALLY�SENSITIVE�AREAS�FROM�INAPPROPRIATE�DEVELOPMENT�

Urban development

• 5NDERSTAND�THE�LINK�BETWEEN�THE�ENVIRONMENT�AND�URBAN�DEVELOPMENT�PARTICULARLY�IN�RELATION�TO
THE�IMPACT�OF�URBAN�GROWTH�ON�THE�QUALITY�OF�LIFE�AND�SUSTAINABLE�AGRICULTURE�

• #ONSOLIDATE� THE� EXISTING� URBAN� CENTRES� TO� ENSURE� THAT� THE� BENEFITS� OF� EXISTING� URBAN
INFRASTRUCTURE�AND�COMMUNITY�FACILITIES�ARE�MAXIMISED�

• &OCUS�MAJOR�URBAN�AND�INDUSTRIAL�DEVELOPMENT�IN�THE�EXISTING�URBAN�CENTRES�ALONG�THE�0RINCES
(IGHWAY�AND�THE�-ELBOURNE'IPPSLAND�RAILWAY�LINE�CORRIDOR�AS�THIS�PROVIDES�A�SIGNIFICANT�LINK
BETWEEN�THE�MAJOR�URBAN�AND�EMPLOYMENT�CENTRES�

Policy

)T�IS�POLICY�THAT�

• 4HE� COORDINATED� AND� PLANNED� DEVELOPMENT� OF� LAND� SHOULD� BE� PURSUED� IN� ORDER� TO� ACHIEVE
ECONOMIC� GROWTH�� SUSTAINABLE�MANAGEMENT� OF� THE� ENVIRONMENT�� A� CONTINUING� INCREASE� IN� THE
QUALITY�OF�LIFE�FOR�ALL�RESIDENTS�AND�A�SYSTEMATIC�PROCESS�OF�URBAN�DEVELOPMENT�


