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DECISION GUIDELINES
Because a permit can be granted does not imply that a permit should or will be granted. The
responsible authority must decide whether the proposal will produce acceptable outcomes in
terms of the decision guidelines of this clause.
Approval of an application or plan
Before deciding on an application or approval of a plan, the responsible authority must
consider, as appropriate:
 The matters set out in Section 60 of the Act.
 The State Planning Policy Framework and the Local Planning Policy Framework,
including the Municipal Strategic Statement and local planning policies.
 The purpose of the zone, overlay or other provision.
 Any matter required to be considered in the zone, overlay or other provision.
 The orderly planning of the area.
 The effect on the amenity of the area.
 The proximity of the land to any public land.
 Factors likely to cause or contribute to land degradation, salinity or reduce water quality.
 Whether the proposed development is designed to maintain or improve the quality of
stormwater within and exiting the site.
 The extent and character of native vegetation and the likelihood of its destruction.
 Whether native vegetation is to be or can be protected, planted or allowed to regenerate.
 The degree of flood, erosion or fire hazard associated with the location of the land and
the use, development or management of the land so as to minimise any such hazard.
This clause does not apply to a VicSmart application.
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Approval of an application to subdivide land
Before deciding on an application to subdivide land, the responsible authority must also
consider, as appropriate:
 The suitability of the land for subdivision.
 The existing use and possible future development of the land and nearby land.
 The availability of subdivided land in the locality, and the need for the creation of
further lots.
 The effect of development on the use or development of other land which has a common
means of drainage.
 The subdivision pattern having regard to the physical characteristics of the land
including existing vegetation.
 The density of the proposed development.
 The area and dimensions of each lot in the subdivision.
 The layout of roads having regard to their function and relationship to existing roads.
 The movement of pedestrians and vehicles throughout the subdivision and the ease of
access to all lots.
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 The provision and location of reserves for public open space and other community
facilities.
 The staging of the subdivision.
 The design and siting of buildings having regard to safety and the risk of spread of fire.
 The provision of off-street parking.
 The provision and location of common property.
 The functions of any body corporate.
 The availability and provision of utility services, including water, sewerage, drainage,
electricity and gas.
 If the land is not sewered and no provision has been made for the land to be sewered, the
capacity of the land to treat and retain all sewage and sullage within the boundaries of
each lot.
 Whether, in relation to subdivision plans, native vegetation can be protected through
subdivision and siting of open space areas.
This clause does not apply to a VicSmart application.
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