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SCHEDULE 2 TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE OVERLAY

Shown on the planning scheme map as ESO2.

WESTERN PORT

1.0 Statement of environmental significance

Saltmarsh and mangrove communities co-exist along the northern shores of Western Port.
On a global scale, mangroves tend to occupy tropical regions, while the saltmarsh occupy
temperate regions, therefore their co-existence in Western Port is environmentally
significant.

The mangrove and saltmarsh communities also provide feeding, roosting and breeding
habitats for many species of waterbirds, including migratory waders protected under
international agreement, as well as being a nursery area for fish and as a primary food
source.

References: “The Western Port Marine Environment” (Environment Protection
Authority, March 1996)

“Western Port Bay Strategy - A Strategy Plan for the Protection and
Development of Western Port” (Westernport Regional Planning and Co-
ordination Committee, 1992)

2.0 Environmental objective to be achieved

� To protect the environmentally significant features of Western Port.

� To ensure that use and development of land is compatible with the ecological values of
Western Port.

� To ensure that any new development is sensitively designed and sited to reinforce the
existing environmental characteristics of the area.

3.0 Permit requirement

An application must be referred to the Department of Natural Resources and Environment
under Section 55 of the Act unless in the opinion of the responsible authority the proposal
satisfies requirements or conditions previously agreed in writing between the responsible
authority and the Department of Natural Resources and Environment.

4.0 Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider, as appropriate:

� The need to ensure that the environmentally sensitive areas of Western Port are not
adversely affected by the proposed use or development of the land.

� The capacity of the soil and water to absorb wastes and the design of effluent disposal
systems.

� The impact on flora and fauna habitats.

� Whether the building or works will be detrimental to the landscape of the area.
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� The design, location and colour of proposed buildings and works and their impact on
the environment.

� The extent of any proposed removal of vegetation, and in particular:

� The desirability of retaining or establishing a buffer of native vegetation adjoining
waterways and natural drainage lines and any existing vegetation along road and
property boundaries.

� Whether the vegetation has been identified as being of environmental significance.

� Measures to prevent environmental degradation by noxious and environmental weeds
and pest animals.

� The location, extent and levels of any excavation or alteration to the natural surface.

� The provisions of State Environment Protection Policy (Waters of Western Port Bay
and Catchment).

� The Port Phillip and Westernport Regional Catchment Strategy and Catchment Action
Plans prepared under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994.

� The Coastal Strategy and any Coastal Action Plans prepared under the Coastal
Management Act 1995.


