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NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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Neighbourhood character objectives
To ensure that the design respects the existing neighbourhood character or contributes to a preferred
neighbourhood character.

To ensure that development responds to the features of the site and the surrounding area.

Standard B1

The design response must be appropriate to the neighbourhood and the site.

The proposed design must respect the existing or preferred neighbourhood character and respond
to the features of the site.

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

Any relevant neighbourhood character objective, policy or statement set out in this scheme.

The neighbourhood and site description.

The design response.
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Residential policy objectives
To ensure that residential development is provided in accordance with any policy for housing in
the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework.

To support medium densities in areas where development can take advantage of public transport
and community infrastructure and services.

Standard B2

An application must be accompanied by a written statement to the satisfaction of the responsible
authority that describes how the development is consistent with any relevant policy for housing
in the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework.

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

The Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework.

The design response.
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Dwelling diversity objective
To encourage a range of dwelling sizes and types in developments of ten or more dwellings.

Standard B3

Developments of ten or more dwellings should provide a range of dwelling sizes and types,
including:

Dwellings with a different number of bedrooms.

At least one dwelling that contains a kitchen, bath or shower, and a toilet and wash basin at
ground floor level.
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Infrastructure objectives
To ensure development is provided with appropriate utility services and infrastructure.
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To ensure development does not unreasonably overload the capacity of utility services and
infrastructure.

Standard B4

Development should be connected to reticulated services, including reticulated sewerage, drainage,
electricity and gas, if available.

Development should not unreasonably exceed the capacity of utility services and infrastructure,
including reticulated services and roads.

In areas where utility services or infrastructure have little or no spare capacity, developments
should provide for the upgrading of or mitigation of the impact on services or infrastructure.

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

The capacity of the existing infrastructure.

In the absence of reticulated sewerage, the capacity of the development to treat and retain all
wastewater in accordance with the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters of Victoria)
under the Environment Protection Act 1970.

If the drainage system has little or no spare capacity, the capacity of the development to provide
for stormwater drainage mitigation or upgrading of the local drainage system.
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Integration with the street objective
To integrate the layout of development with the street.

Standard B5

Developments should provide adequate vehicle and pedestrian links that maintain or enhance local
accessibility.

Development should be oriented to front existing and proposed streets.

High fencing in front of dwellings should be avoided if practicable.

Development next to existing public open space should be laid out to complement the open space.

Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider:

Any relevant neighbourhood character objective, policy or statement set out in this scheme.

The design response.
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