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21.01 INTRODUCTION

The Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) sets the future direction for Council’s decision
making and land use planning. It provides the strategic justification for the detailed controls
contained within the Planning Scheme. The MSS also sets the framework for the Council’s
ongoing planning and policy development activities.

Using the Municipal Strategic Statement

This Municipal Strategic Statement has been developed as the guiding document for
making land use decisions for the future development and growth of Darebin. The
Statement includes:

� A discussion on the position of Darebin in a regional context.

� A discussion of Darebin in a local context, including its land use structure,
demographic/socio-economic profile, economic structure, challenges and its Structure
Plan.

� A strategic vision statement identifying strategic directions based on the Council Plan.

� A set of strategic elements containing initiatives to reflect the strategic vision.

Implementation

The vision of the MSS is linked to the Council Plan and achieved through strategies
identified within each MSS strategic element. All strategies are implementable and
compatible with existing State and local policies. Implementation of the strategies within
the MSS involves directing land use controls within the Darebin Planning Scheme and
undertaking other Council activities and programs.

As outlined in the strategic elements, there are many areas where Council intends to
develop further policy to assist in implementing strategy. Where appropriate these new
policies will be incorporated into the Local Planning Policy Framework of the Darebin
Planning Scheme.

The Darebin Municipal Strategic Statement has been prepared as a guiding document for
decision making in Darebin. It is not absolute and recognises that in order to respond to
new ideas and changing community values it must be flexible and take on an evolutionary
process of development and review.

The implementation of the strategies outlined in this statement will depend upon the
allocation of resources, funding and compatibility with current identified community needs.


