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21.02 A SNAPSHOT OF PORT PHILLIP 

21.02-1 The Regional Context 

The City of Port Phillip is located within the south east inner region of Melbourne.  Port 
Phillip plays an important role and function in contributing to both the capital city and 
wider regional role of Melbourne with its diverse but integrated mix of residential 
neighbourhoods, urban centres, industry, business, tourist and leisure attractions that offer 
a huge variety of amenity, interest and choice.  As a function of this role it hosts many 
activities of regional, metropolitan, State and even national importance. 
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Port Phillip contains a substantial proportion of Melbourne’s significant tourist features and 
infrastructure.  Port Phillip’s foreshore is the most urbanised and intensely used stretch of 
coastline on Port Phillip Bay.  It has been recognised by the State Government as a vital 
part of the capital city of Melbourne.  The beaches and foreshore are key recreational and 
tourism activity nodes attracting visitors from all over Melbourne.  Albert Park is a major 
recreational facility, and the Grand Prix is an international event attracting large crowds 
annually.  Tourist accommodation, particularly for backpackers, is another factor drawing 
overseas tourists to the area.  Station Pier is used by the Spirit of Tasmania, cruise ships 
and many recreational vessels from interstate and overseas. 

Port Phillip hosts some large and strategically located areas of commercial and industrial 
land which make a significant contribution to Melbourne’s employment base and the level 
of economic activity.  It is joint custodian, with the City of Melbourne, of the largest 
commercial centre outside the CBD, along St Kilda Road, therefore its operations impact 
on Port Phillip. 

The Fishermans Bend industrial area combined with the area north of the West Gate 
Freeway is the largest parcel of industrial land in the inner Melbourne region.  While not 
within the Council’s effective control the Port of Melbourne is located adjacent to the 
municipality and access to the port runs through Port Phillip. 

Port Phillip’s heritage buildings and places are among the most significant in Melbourne 
and contribute greatly to the attractiveness of the area as a destination for tourists and to the 
cultural heritage of Victoria and Australia.  Port Phillip has the exemplary Victorian and 
early 20th century heritage precinct located around South Melbourne, Albert Park and 
Middle Park which is a show case of Victoria’s heritage.  It has over 10,000 significant 
heritage places as well as buildings and areas listed on the Register of the National Estate. 

There is a broad range of crisis and emergency accommodation as well as rooming house 
accommodation within the municipality, making a substantial contribution to this type of 
accommodation across the State.  The Council supports the continued operation of private 
rooming houses in order to meet the housing needs of single people, many of whom are 
marginalised and disadvantaged. 

The challenge for Port Phillip Council and the State Government is to balance the local 
community objectives with those of the State.  One of Port Phillip’s key roles will be to 
elevate the consideration of local issues to ensure that the Port Phillip Council can make a 
meaningful contribution towards wider government strategy while still protecting the 
values of the local community and providing certainty about its policy position. 

21.02-2 The Municipality 

 Location and Size 

The City of Port Phillip is located on the north eastern shore of Port Phillip Bay and is 
approximately 20.4 square kilometres in area.  Port Phillip is bounded by the municipalities 
of Bayside to the south, Glen Eira to the east and Melbourne and Stonnington to the north. 

The City was created on 22 June 1994 when the former Cities of Port Melbourne, South 
Melbourne and St Kilda were merged. Port Phillip is comprised of the following suburbs: 

Port Melbourne Middle Park 

Garden City West St Kilda  

Elwood St Kilda 

Ripponlea East St Kilda  

South Melbourne Balaclava
Albert Park  
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 People and Housing 

The Port Phillip community comprises a wide range of people from different cultures, 
religions, nationalities and socio-economic backgrounds. One third of its population was 
born overseas, primarily in the United Kingdom, the former USSR, Greece and Poland. 

After declining for many years, the population of Port Phillip has substantially increased in 
the last few years from 70,930 in 1991 to 73,092 in 1996 and up to 80,127 in 1998.  This 
increase has largely been the result of major new higher density housing developments on 
redundant former industrial and mixed-use sites such as Beacon Cove. 

 
 Graph 1: Population Growth in Port Phillip (1991-1999) 
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 Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (1999) 

Port Phillip has fewer children, teenagers and family households, but more young adults 
than the metropolitan average.  14% of Port Phillip population is under 19 years of age 
compared with 26% for metropolitan Melbourne.  17% of the population are aged over 60 
years and Port Phillip has 1% more people over 70 years than the MSD average. 
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 Graph 2: Port Phillip Age Structure compared with MSD 
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 Source: Department of Infrastructure (1996) 

Port Phillip has a very high population density of 34.5 persons per hectare (18.5 dwellings 
per hectare) which is higher than other inner municipalities of 26.9 persons (12.8 
dwellings). 

By mid 2000 the Port Phillip population is projected to reach 81,405.  It is expected that the 
population of the municipality will continue to grow, however, the rate of growth will slow 
down over the next 20 years.  This trend is reflective of the pattern occurring in 
metropolitan Melbourne and Victoria in which slower rates of growth are expected due to 
low fertility rates and an ageing population.  More than 93,000 residents are expected to 
live within the City of Port Phillip by 2021. 

Families living in Port Phillip have a limited choice of housing as 59% of all dwellings are 
flats or apartments, which are often too small for most families.  Family households 
account for only 24% of Port Phillip households, compared to the metropolitan average of 
51%.  To balance this, Port Phillip has a large number of single and two person households 
that represent 78.5% of all households within Port Phillip.  Only 39% of dwellings are 
owned or are being purchased while approximately 50% of Port Phillip’s residents are 
living in private rental accommodation as compared to the metropolitan average of 23.8%. 
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 Graph 3: Port Phillip household size compared with MSD 
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 Foreshore 

Port Phillip’s beaches and foreshore are a vital resource for the local community.  
Residents, workers and visitors value it as a place for walking, swimming, cycling, roller-
blading, fishing and other leisure activities.  It also supports life-saving, angling and 
yachting clubs and provides habitat for a wide variety of flora and fauna. 

 Open space 

Port Phillip has a range of popular parks and open spaces, including Albert Park Reserve 
with its lake, stadiums and golf course; St Vincent’s Gardens; Elwood Canal Linear Park; 
Gasworks Park and Arts Complex; St Kilda Botanical Gardens; Catani Gardens; Murphy 
Reserve and Alma Park.  Port Phillip’s public parks extend over 370 hectares (including 
Albert Park Reserve which is 225 hectares and managed by Parks Victoria) which 
represent 11 per cent of the municipal area. 

 Environment 

The city’s natural environment contributes to its distinctiveness and sense of place.  Port 
Phillip contains 16 hectares of restored remnant indigenous vegetation and more than 50 
species of native flora have been observed in Port Phillip, including regionally significant 
indigenous plant communities located along the light rail corridor. Protecting flora and 
fauna, reducing waste, preserving water and air quality, minimising energy consumption 
and promoting ecologically sustainable development are important objectives of the Port 
Phillip community and its Council. 

 Heritage 

Port Phillip’s heritage buildings and places contribute greatly to the attractiveness of the 
area as a residential location and pleasant place to do business.  There are over 10,000 
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individually significant heritage places in the municipality, as well as areas of Regional, 
State and National significance and substantial areas are safeguarded by heritage overlay 
controls. 

 Tourism 

The city’s major attractions are concentrated primarily in St Kilda and Port Melbourne 
foreshore areas and Albert Park Reserve.  Features include Acland Street and Fitzroy 
Streets, Luna Park, St Kilda Pier, the Palais Theatre, the Sunday Esplanade Market, cafes, 
music and arts venues, cycle paths and walkways, the Linden Art Gallery, Kerferd Road, 
Station Pier and major events. 

 Culture 

Thanks to its varied ethnic mix and long association with the arts, Port Phillip has a rich 
cultural life.  It is home to a wide range of educational and religious organisations that 
generate significant activity and employment opportunities for Port Phillip.  Some 4% of 
Port Phillip’s population are employed in the arts industry (1% for MSD) and 13.5% of all 
businesses in Port Phillip operate in arts-related fields. 

 Industry, Commerce and Retailing 

The city’s main commercial areas are located on St Kilda Road, Queens Road, Kings Way 
and Albert Road.  St Kilda Road alone contains more than one million square metres of 
office space and all of these areas provide substantial local employment.  Industry is 
concentrated in the Fishermans Bend area of Port Melbourne and South Melbourne and 
most companies are in the printing, publishing and recorded media manufacturing, 
machinery and equipment manufacturing, and transport and storage sectors. 

Around 74,000 people work in Port Phillip, of whom 8,500 are residents of the 
municipality.  A large proportion of Port Phillip’s peak hour traffic is generated by workers 
coming into the municipality.  Manufacturing in Port Phillip employs 13,000 people while 
nearly half of all jobs in Port Phillip are in property and business services, personal 
services, wholesale and retail trade, and other service industries.  In 1991, Port Phillip 
contained 1,029 retail outlets, focused in the various neighbourhood strip shopping centres.  
The larger shopping centres include Bay Street, Bridport Street, Clarendon Street, Fitzroy 
Street, Acland Street, Carlisle Street and Ormond Road as well as the South Melbourne 
Market.  Retailing for the whole City has an annual turnover of almost $400 million. 

21.02-3 Port Melbourne and Garden City 

Port Melbourne is the oldest neighbourhood in the City of Port Phillip.  It is an area rich in 
heritage of both state and local significance that ranges from its established residential 
areas that mostly comprise Victorian and Edwardian cottages and villas, as well as the 
unique Garden City estates that were developed in the 1930s and 1940s, to larger public 
and industrial buildings.  Local landmarks include Station and Princes Piers and the 
associated ‘leading light’ beacons, the former Port Melbourne Town Hall, and historic 
industrial complexes such as the former Swallow & Ariel Biscuit Factory and the former 
Australasian Sugar Refinery.  The neighbourhood’s greatest physical asset is the foreshore 
(including Sandridge Beach).  The area’s proximity to the bay and the City of Melbourne 
has ensured the success of developments such as the Beacon Cove Estate. 

After experiencing a decline in population since the 1970s, the neighbourhood is 
undergoing a resurgence as a result of the redevelopment of former industrial sites in the 
foreshore area for housing and mixed uses.  Beacon Cove is the largest of these projects 
and has added almost 900 new households to the neighbourhood.  The population of the 
Port Melbourne and Garden City area in 1991 was 7,484 and by 1996 had grown to 7,874, 
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representing a 6% increase.  A further growth of up to 2000 people is expected over the 
next few years.  The neighbourhood generally accommodates an older population, with a 
higher proportion of 50-84 year olds compared with the City of Port Phillip. 

Port Melbourne and Garden City is home to a significant proportion of people from 
Southern Europe with Greeks and Italians representing 7.4% of the population compared 
with an overall 3.5% for the City of Port Phillip.  Despite the European influence it has a 
higher proportion of Australian born residents than Port Phillip representing 70.3% of the 
population compared with approximately 61.7% for the overall municipality. 

There is good public transport access to the central city via light rail or bus services, but 
public transport links to other parts of Port Phillip are limited.  It is well served by the Bay 
Street Shopping Centre as well as smaller retail centres at Beacon Cove, Garden City, and 
at the corner of Graham Street and Williamstown Road.  Fishermans Bend is the largest 
industrial area in Port Phillip.  Important open spaces include the JL Murphy Reserve, 
Lagoon Reserve, and the linear reserve adjacent to the light rail line. 

21.02-4 Elwood and Ripponlea 

Elwood and Ripponlea are predominantly residential neighbourhoods with distinct 
suburban character differing from other neighbourhoods as a result of much of the 
development occurring during the Edwardian and inter-war periods as a purely suburban 
residential area.  There is a higher proportion of detached dwellings on larger allotments 
(21.5%) than in other neighbourhoods in Port Phillip (17%).  Relatively densely settled, the 
neighbourhood had a population of around 11,500 in 1996.  The age structure of the area 
reflects its appeal to young families, with higher proportions of 0-4 (5.5%) and 25-49 
(55%) age groups than the remainder of Port Phillip (4.2% and 50.5% respectively). 

30.8% of the population in Elwood and Ripponlea were born overseas which is comparable 
with the municipal average.  Russian and Greek are the top Non-English languages spoken 
in homes throughout the area. 

The retail needs of the neighbourhood are well served by the Ripponlea shopping area in 
Glen Eira Road, and the Elwood Junction and Elwood Village centres.  There is also a 
small local centre in Tennyson Street, Elwood. 

The neighbourhood is less well served by public transport than other areas of the 
municipality, particularly in the southern end.  The main public transport routes are the 
tram route along Brighton Road, bus routes along Hotham Street, Barkly Street/Glenhuntly 
Road and The Broadway/Ormond Road, and the Sandringham Rail line at Ripponlea 
Station. 

Notable physical features include Elwood Beach, Point Ormond, the Elwood Canal, the 
many tree lined streets such as Brighton Road and The Broadway, and the neighbourhood’s 
distinctly suburban character compared to other areas in the municipality. 

21.02-5 South Melbourne, Albert Park and Middle Park 

South Melbourne, Albert Park and Middle Park neighbourhood has substantially diverse 
residential areas.  This is due to the age and type of dwellings, the mix of land uses, the 
relationships with parklands and the foreshore, the street layouts and the impact of public 
transport routes and residential densities.  It includes some of the earliest settled areas 
within Port Phillip and was home to 17,000 residents in 1996, a slight increase from the 
previous census period.  It generally has an older age structure than the rest of the 
municipality.  It has a high proportion of 50-84 year olds (28%) and 0-17 year olds (14%) 
indicating the area’s appeal to young families in the past.  It has a higher proportion of 
detached and attached dwellings and a lower proportion of flats (27%) than most other 
neighbourhoods(56%).  It has the highest proportion of public housing of any 
neighbourhood in the municipality. 
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Approximately 24% of residents were born overseas with Greece and the United Kingdom 
as the predominant countries of origin.  It has traditionally been home to Southern 
Europeans, with Greeks and Italians still present.  There is a large Greek speaking 
population with 11% of people in the Albert and Middle Park areas speaking Greek 
compared with 4.9% for the City of Port Phillip. 

It includes heritage places and areas of local, state and national significance, including the 
Emerald Hill estate, the St Vincent Gardens estate and the whole of the Middle Park area. 

Part of the major commercial precinct of St Kilda Road is located within South Melbourne 
and there are also two large industrial and warehouse areas. 

It is well served by the main South Melbourne shopping area in Clarendon Street including 
the South Melbourne market, as well as the smaller local centres in Albert Park and Middle 
Park. 

It has good public transport access to the city as well as to other areas in the municipality. 

Notable open space features include the foreshore reserve and Albert Park reserve. 

21.02-6 St Kilda Road and Queens Road 

The St Kilda Road and Queens Road neighbourhood is unique within the City of Port 
Phillip as it almost exclusively comprises medium to high rise office, residential and hotel 
buildings at a scale and density that is only found in this neighbourhood and that part of 
South Melbourne in the area immediately to the north. 

It is of metropolitan importance as the largest office precinct in terms of floorspace outside 
the CAD. 

After experiencing a decline in its resident population for some years, it has experienced a 
recent resurgence between 1991 and 1996 with the number of residents increasing by 5.5% 
to nearly 3000 people.  Much of this population growth is due to new development 
including the conversion of office buildings to residential.  It was the fastest growing 
neighbourhood accounting for a 30% growth rate between 1991 and 1996. 

It has a high proportion of people aged 70+ (23%) compared to 9% for the whole 
municipality.  This, in part, is due to the wide range of nursing homes and other aged care 
institutions in the area. 

The St Kilda Road and Queens Road neighbourhood is home to a significant proportion of 
Asian born people, predominantly from Indonesia and Malaysia.  It has a relatively low 
proportion of Australian born residents and Chinese is widely spoken throughout the area 
(7.1% of the population compared with 2% for the municipality). 

Although local convenience retailing is limited, it has excellent public transport access to 
major shopping districts in South Melbourne, Prahran and the CAD. 

Apart from the abundance of parklands, and height and scale of development, the most 
distinguishing characteristic of the neighbourhood is the elegant boulevard character of St 
Kilda Road with its mature street trees. 

21.02-7 St Kilda 

The St Kilda neighbourhood is the most physically and socially diverse neighbourhood 
within the municipality and covers St Kilda Hill, St Kilda Central and St Kilda South.  It is 
the most densely populated area in Port Phillip and apartments comprise about three 
quarters of the neighbourhood’s total dwelling stock.  It is home to 20,000 people, 
accounting for 28% of the City of Port Phillip population.  It has become a highly attractive 
location for young adults with people in the 25-34 age group accounting for 31% of the 
population compared with 27% for the municipality.  It also contains 76% of Port Phillip’s 
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stock of rooming houses, which represents about 20% of the total for the State and are 
therefore an important metropolitan resource. 

The St.  Kilda neighbourhood has experienced a decline in ethnic diversity (from 36% in 
1991 to 32% overseas born people in 1996) with an increase of young Australian born 
persons.  However, this neighbourhood still has one of the highest proportions of people 
born overseas (33% compared with 31% for Port Phillip).  Following English, Russian and 
Greek are the most commonly spoken languages. 

It includes many heritage places of local, state and national significance, such as Luna 
Park, the Palais Theatre, the George and Esplanade Hotels, and the St Kilda Railway 
Station, as well as many fine Victorian and Edwardian era dwellings and twentieth century 
apartment buildings. 

The neighbourhood is well served by the shopping and entertainment areas in Fitzroy and 
Acland Streets (which are traditional and regionally significant tourist destinations), as well 
as the Balaclava shopping area in Carlisle Street (in the adjoining East St Kilda 
neighbourhood) and the Chapel Street shopping area in Windsor (City of Stonnington). 

The neighbourhood has excellent public transport access to the CAD and the eastern and 
south eastern suburbs and St Kilda Junction which is an important civic node and one of 
the key gateways to Port Phillip is located within this neighbourhood. 

Notable physical features include the foreshore, St Kilda Pier, St Kilda Marina, Catani 
Gardens, the Junction Oval, Peanut Farm Reserve (incorporating arts studios and city 
gardens) and St Kilda Botanical Gardens. 

21.02-8 East St Kilda 

East St Kilda is one of the most architecturally diverse neighbourhoods in the City of Port 
Phillip, with a mixture of small Victorian and Edwardian era cottages, a high proportion of 
inter war and post war flats and detached inter-war dwellings on larger lots which 
contribute to a suburban character in the eastern areas of the neighbourhood.  A significant 
portion of East St Kilda was not developed until the inter-war period or later and as a result 
there are fewer heritage places than in other parts of Port Phillip.  However, there are some 
important heritage environs such as the highly significant civic precinct that includes the 
former St Kilda Town Hall.  Other local landmarks include the St Kilda Cemetery, the spire 
of St Colmans in Carlisle Street and other churches on Chapel Street. 

Since the early 1990s the population of East St Kilda has remained static with only an 
increase of some 90 persons bringing the population to 12,729 in 1996.  This figure 
represents 17.6% of the City of Port Phillip population and it is the most densely populated 
neighbourhood in the municipality.  In addition it has a younger age structure with more 
people in the 0-34 age groups (53%) and fewer belonging to the 35+ age groups (46%) 
than the remainder of the municipality (50% and 49% respectively). 

East St Kilda is one of the most multicultural suburbs of the City of Port Phillip with more 
than 41% of people born overseas compared with the municipal average 31%.  
Furthermore the area has a significantly lower proportion of Australian born people (53%) 
than Port Phillip (62%).  Following English, Russian is the most common language spoken. 

There is good public transport access to the city, and to the eastern and south eastern 
suburbs via tram and bus routes, as well as the Sandringham Rail line which stops at 
Balaclava.  The neighbourhood is well served by the Balaclava shopping centre in Carlisle 
Street as well as smaller light industrial and service business centres.  The shopping centre 
is well known for its kosher and continental restaurants and food suppliers, which serve a 
regional role. 

The tree lined boulevard character of Dandenong Road is an important asset for the 
neighbourhood, with Alma Park being the area’s only major public open space. 
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