
MORNINGTON PENINSULA PLANNING SCHEME 

22.18 MORNINGTON ACTIVITY CENTRE POLICY 
26/06/2008 
C110 

This policy applies to all land in the Mornington Activity Centre as shown on Maps 1 
and 2 forming part of this policy. 

22.18-1 Policy basis 
13/07/2006 
C72 

The structure planning process for the Mornington Activity Centre is a response to 
increasing pressure for development in the area, to the need to update the Mornington 
Structure Plan 1987 and to the metropolitan strategy Melbourne 2030 – Planning for 
Sustainable Growth. 

These interim provisions identify what is valued in the Mornington Activity Centre and 
develop strategies to ensure that these elements are retained, while allowing for growth 
and change to enable the area to evolve as a vibrant centre for the future. 
 
The vision for the Mornington Activity Centre is that it will be: 

 The life and soul of the district. 

 A place that retains its distinct village atmosphere and seaside feel. 

 A heart for the north-west of the Mornington Peninsula that residents of all ages 
identify with and choose as their favourite place to meet, shop, be entertained, work 
and do business, during the day and at night. 

 An exciting place to live in that it is well connected to surrounding areas. 

 A centre that has been developed with ongoing community consultation, using 
sustainability principles. 

22.18-2 Objectives 
13/07/2006 
C72 

Activity 
 To safeguard the distinct village atmosphere and seaside feel of the centre, with its 

focus on Main Street. 

 To ensure that the centre is full of activity, serves as the heart of the district and is the 
place of choice for residents in the district to meet, shop, be entertained and undertake 
a range of social, cultural and recreational activities. 

 To create an economic environment in which businesses flourish and additional jobs 
are created. 

 To facilitate the centre to become a desirable place to live, to enable a life style close 
to shops, restaurants and the bay that adds to the liveliness of the area. 

Urban design 
 To retain the focus on and the scale and character of Main Street.   

 To ensure that new development connects Main Street with the built form of existing 
buildings in and around the precinct. 

 To ensure that new buildings are a modern interpretation of ‘seaside’ development on 
the Mornington Peninsula and contribute to the overall character of the centre. 

Access 
 To ensure that the centre is easy to get to, using a range of attractive transport 

options. 

 To facilitate an increase in the proportion of people using transport options other than 
cars.   

 To retain free and convenient car parking.  
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 To provide safe pedestrian pathways with an interesting network of connections 
between the different parts of the precinct. 

Sustainability 
 To develop a reputation for implementing state-of-the-art sustainability measures that 

set examples, add to the long term viability and attract tourists. 

22.18-3 Policy 
13/07/2006 
C72 

Exercising discretion 
If a permit is required for the use or development of land in the Mornington Activity 
Centre area identified on Maps 1 and 2 forming part of this policy, it is policy to: 

 Ensure that the use and development of land in the precincts specified on Maps 3 and 
4 forming part of this policy are consistent with the objectives for those precincts in 
Table 1 forming part of this policy and with the key design elements shown on Map 3 
forming part of this policy. 

 Ensure that development is compatible with the existing scale and shape of the built 
form in Main Street. 

 Protect and respect heritage places, heritage precincts and landmarks. 

 Protect view lines to Port Phillip Bay, Mornington Harbour, Mornington Park, the 
foreshore and the Grand Hotel from the public realm. 

 Protect access to sunlight at street level. 

 Support an increasing number and diversity of services and business/employment 
opportunities. 

 Provide additional housing that is compatible with commercial and entertainment 
uses, having regard to location, design and on-going management issues. 

 Facilitate a suitable range of dwelling types by size, tenancy and affordability. 

 Provide housing that is well integrated with the adjoining residential precincts. 

 Achieve improved east-west pedestrian linkages that connect and integrate Main 
Street with surrounding areas and the foreshore. 

 Improve the provision and treatment of public spaces, including landscaping, footpath 
widths, traffic calming and street furniture. 

 Improve the quantity and quality of public open space. 

 Provide good access and provision for parking. 

 Integrate land use, built form and transport. 

 Improve pedestrian and bicycle access to the precinct. 

22.18-4 Decision guidelines 
13/07/2006 
C72 

It is policy that the responsible authority considers as appropriate: 

 The extent to which any application meets the objectives of this policy. 

 The extent to which any application responds to the Activity Centre Design 
Guidelines (DSE 2005), the Guidelines for Higher Density Residential Development 
(DSE 2005) and the Safer Design Guidelines for Victoria (DSE 2005). 

22.18-5 Expiry 
26/06/2008 
C110 This policy does not apply after 31 March 2009. 
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MAP 1 
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MAP 2 
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MAP 3 
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MAP 4 
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TABLE 1 

 

PRECINCTS SHOWN 
ON MAPS 3 AND 4 
FORMING PART OF 
THIS POLICY 

KEY USE AND DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES FOR PRECINCTS 
 
 
 

Main Street • To reduce through traffic. 
• To maintain short term parking. 
• To increase pedestrian movement, cycling, public transport and 

special events. 
 

Octavia Street • To establish landscaped parking street (approx 20 metres in width) 
• To encourage active frontages to both sides of the street. 
 

Main Street Central • To maintain activities focus on Main Street as the heart of the 
activity centre. 

• To support active street frontages. 
• To protect and respect heritage sites and buildings. 
• To reinforce pedestrian linkages – linking key spaces. 
•  To encourage residential activity at upper levels. 
 

West Central  • To provide development focused on ‘urban park/square’ 
environments. 

• To provide predominantly residential development, with some retail 
to extend and reinforce Empire Mall as part of major east-west 
pedestrian link. 

• To reinforce east-west pedestrian connection at Albert Street 
between Main Street and Waterloo Place, together with ‘residential 
square’. 

• To establish north-south pedestrian link, extending Tasma Lane 
south to meet Empire Mall. 

• To encourage residential activity above commercial development. 
• To consolidate car parking in undercroft parking and multi-storey 

deck. 
 

South West • To establish market-place precinct, comprising major retail attractor 
and market-style retailers, set around a ‘market square’. 

• To encourage market square to accommodate market stalls and 
similar activities  

• To create active retail or residential frontages to adjoining streets. 
• To establish pedestrian link between market square and Main Street. 
• To consolidate car parking in undercroft parking and multi-storey 

deck. 
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PRECINCTS SHOWN KEY USE AND DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES FOR PRECINCTS 
ON MAPS 3 AND 4  
FORMING PART OF 
THIS POLICY 
East Central • To provide predominantly retail development whilst making use of 

additional residential development opportunities. 
• To establish ‘galleria-style’ development linking Main Street and 

Mornington Centro, with active retail frontages and focus on 
improved urban park at Blake Street. 

• To provide commercial frontage to Barkly Street. 
• To provide residential interface north of Mornington Centro. 
• To consolidate car parking in undercroft parking and multi-storey 

deck. 
 

South East • To establish residential area facing ring road, having landscaped 
interface with Blamey Place. 

• To provide pedestrian linkages to commercial areas. 
• To consolidate car parking in undercroft parking and multi-storey 

deck. 
• To ensure development has appropriate interface with adjacent 

commercial land. 
 

East  • To establish residential areas set around open spaces. 
• To provide pedestrian linkages to commercial areas. 
• To ensure development has appropriate interface with adjacent 

residential and commercial land. 
• To provide undercroft car parking. 
 

Main Street South • To encourage office developments to locate in this precinct. 
• To encourage development to provide generous setbacks from 

frontages. 
• To facilitate a strong ‘avenue-type’ landscaping theme for the full 

length of the precinct. 
• To ensure development has appropriate interface with adjacent 

residential land. 
• To balance the role of Main Street as route to the retail core and as 

an access to office developments. 
• To provide undercroft or at-grade car parking. 
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